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Armed with the teacher’s cert of education the 11th of November 1935 saw me arriving in Lagos with M. Othon. Srs Augusta, Aidan, Hilda. Two months were spent in Mt. Caramel, the Sisters there were Srs. Sabin, Valere, Monica and Celestine. Sr. Monica showed me the lovely infant school and Sr. Valerie taught me to play the Benediction Latin Hymns on the harmonium. I was grateful for that later on. 
The 11th of January 1936 saw me back in Lagos teaching with Sr. Breda in St. Teresa’s high school. This school contained only two classes primary and primary six. We were trying to establish a grade school, but we also had to support St. Agnes’s Tr. College at Yaba by sending them on the primary six girls there for training. That was one big reason why the grade school could not be established. Sr. Breda was transferred to E.B by 1936 Easter and Sr. Sylvester Hogan came from E.B. She included Latin in her Primary six class and I taught French to primary five. Nevertheless, it was not yet a grade school. Living in St. Marys and visiting the Maternity and General hospital frequently and baptism dying babies often D.G.
In 1939 I taught in St. Agnes T.T College as Sr. Maura had to go on sick leave. There were about 35 students there. They had a brilliant top class. 
I was put in charge of St. Mary’s Primary Dept. January 1940 and there were full classes there. Most of the teachers trained in St. Agnes’s. A few untrained teachers were excellent. A Catechumen Class was formed each January- sometimes 40 or 60 or 80 children for Baptism or first communion. The first communion day each year was a highlight during those five years. The logos girls excelled in Catechism too and won the diocesan prize for the best test in religious knowledge. 
Very efficient lessons were given in Home Economics by Srs. Leo, Celestine in my time. Many of the primary four took the entrance exam to the Holy Child Grade school.
St. Teresa’s High school was still struggling along in Broad St., but was now moved to a house behind St. Mary’s School. The Germans asked us to vacate the house in Broad St. At last, in 1941 we organised the primary four girls for class one secondary in St. Teresas Gr.Sc. and the two Pr. Classes of St Teresa’s.
I also paid hundred of visits to the hospitals consoling the sick baptising dying infants. Then I also in 1942, started the first Junion Praesidium of the Legion of Mary. Fr. T.J. Moran S.M.A was its director. 
The children of Mary Sodality was very strong in Lagos in those days in spite of the few who dropped out. It was a sad task to search the town for those poor fallen ones. Nevertheless we found them and helped them on again.
The Holy Cross Sacristy had to be cared for. For the feast days the Superintendent of the Prison gave us some lovely flowers. And the pupils were washing and ironing the fathers washing of the Holy Cross. This was thought to be too heavy, by Miss Plummer and it ceased eventually. We paid annual visits to the harvest Festivals at Apapa, Idunmagbo, Ikeja, Oshogbo etc. Some of those “churches” were only little “huts” in those days. The Annual harvest in Holy Cross was a big event. Our stall was most successful yearly. We had the 1st Friday and the 1st Saturday devotions regularly in St. Marys and singing at Mass and Benediction. One African girl had a lovely sweet voice. She was Patricia Jasper. It was a pleasure to sing with her. 
My next tour was to St Agnes’s in 1946 at Yaba, Sr. Pius went on leave. All went well for 1946 and part of 1947 and some of the students got Baptism and First Holy Communion. Before I left St. Agnes we were planning to move to Ikeje and I went to the Mother searching for land there and we were promised 50 acres for the development of St. Agnes. We hadn’t any car in those days, so we had to depend on friends each time we went to walk through those fifty acres. Mr Thorpe and Miss G Plummer helped to get a building grant for us for the new college,
During 1948-1949 I was moved back again to St. Mary’s and continued the work of the Primary classes and the Catechum Classes.
1950- 1951 Back again to Yaba!
They were done to Ikeja now with the St. Agnes’s College, so we started a Sec. Modern Dept. in Yaba. We had about 50 Boarders, very small and very big and at this time too, we started a little private class. This eventually developed into the large private school of O.L.A. Yaba. The contractor took “St. Agnes College” off the gatepillar and placed there. “Our Ladies of Apostles School”.
I left Yaba for Cork on 27-11-51.
I was transferred to Ibadan on the 8th of November 1952 to allow Sr. Hilda to go on leave. There were flourishing schools there built by Mr. Ted. Delaney and much of the money for some was gathered by Sr. Berardin from the Lebanese and form sales of garments etc. She loved Our Lady of Knock so we got the road named “Knock Road”. The Head Mistress was Mrs Emm. Ogunmuyiua and the Guide captain was Miss Popoola.
In 1953 we got permission to start a Grade three college in Ibadan. We started with one class of about thirty girls in the old Ogunfoa Convent Sr. Berardin made valiant arrangements in the small compound, for bathrooms and dormitories for the students. We hadn’t much money but we managed She gave me £100 to go to Lagos to buy the text books for the girls. Miss Orme sent the first grant letter and it was welcome. We had a nice class but the quality wasn’t so goof.
However, we went to Daily mass and to weekly confession and said a Daily rosary. They wore a green uniform with a white Turban during the week. On Sundays they wore white dresses with green turbans. I had a good assistant in Miss Marcy Izilein of St. Agnes’s T.T College. Her father Mr. Paul Izilenin, laster became the Commissioner of the Police  in the Mid-West State. It was decided that a Convent and College be built in Oke Offa, so Sr. Berardin and I got a plan drawn up. We took it to several contractors, but their price was beyond our purse! At last Bishop Finn said he would build that the convent. This took place during 1953.  He also built a block of four large rooms two up for dormitories and two down for a classroom and a dining room. We moved in when that block was barely completed. 
Sr. Oliver came to help me in 1954 and she had beautiful work from the students in the Dom. Subjects classes. She also took the Physical Training and here she excelled and all students did well in the exams. 
We had daily Mass in the convent and we got a pretty altar from St. Teresa’s College. Statues of the Sacred Heart and O.L.Apostles came from Egan’s Cork. Some of the students got baptised too D.G. We worked in the Mission Sacristy on in Eleta College on Saturdays.
During those years, Bishop Finn added to the College, a large dinning room with stores and a kitche. He wanted to start a maternity hospital too. So I was told off to secure more land for that. 
A family named “Dogo” owned the land where the T.T. College was built. One of the brothers named Sam helped us greatly to get pieces of that land. There were about seven acres in the valley behind the college and he agreed to get it for us. He took us to his Senior Brother in Oshogbo for his consent. The women folk of the Dogo family worked in that valley kneading out palm oil nuts for their livelihood. After much talk and palaver and promises of a good price they agreed to give us land for that hospital. So when the deeds were duly signed by all parties, Bishop Finn started the maternity. He put up first one ward and a little house for the nurses.
The hospital became well known through the hard work of St. T. More. Later other buildings were added e.g. out-patients departments and offices and children’s ward. Sr. T. More went on leave and I was transferred to the mid-West in January 1959. In all, we had secured, bit by bit, and by means of prayer and generosity to the poor Bogo family, about 36 to 38 acres of land. 
1959. Sapele in the Mid-West- place of swamps and damp climate. Home of the famous African Timber and Plywood Factory belonging to Uni-Levers. Employing about 200 Europeans and 3,000 Africans. 
Our school pupils of Sapele were the children of rubber and timber workers and sea farmers too. Those girls led a precarious life because their fathers were not paid well. So we had many opportunities of helping them spiritually and otherwise. 
In March 1959, Sr. Laurenza came back from Ireland and took over the Altar bread work. We had about 50 Missions then to supply with large and small hosts every month. We were both very much involved in that holy work and the Bishops and Priests appreciated the fresh hosts supplied regularly. The schools were thriving, all the Teachers were Catholics- and we continued to have many pupils yearly for Baptism and First Communion. Some of the Teachers helped in the Parish Legion of Mary.
In 1962, some parents begged us to open a private Nursery Department. We started a small building of one classroom and an office and we had about ten pupils at first. Some were Catholics and some were non Catholics. Gradually the numbers increased and we put up another classroom and small office. This school became a problem and we had to apply for permission for the Ministry of Education at Benin. We got that approval in due course. All there schools existed side by side until the Secondary Moderns Schools were closed by the Ministry of Education. 
About 1964 or 1965, the Private School moved into the Secondary Classrooms and we had to build flush toilets for them. The Ubiaja Srs helped us with the financial side of those buildings. The Altar bread altars increased until we were supplying hosts to Kwara, West, benue Plateau and Lagos and Mid-West States- We got a new building machine from Germany and Bishop Kelly gave us £100 towards its cost. Sr. Laurenza was replaced for a while by Sr. Alexius in the hosts department. She had two Nigerian girls baking the hosts and one making the parcels for the post. 
We continued our apostolic work of visitation of the homes- of Church Sacristies- of the helping the St. Vincent De Paul society etc. Etc. 
The Private Primary School expanded in numbers and the chapter gained credits in the Annual Examinations. Mostly all of them, girls and boys, proceeded to Sec. Grammar Schools.
Srs. Benignus, Aidan, myself and Sr. Columcille worked in that private school. There were many opportunities there to meet the parents of the chapter. This was an occasion of grace for many- since the majority of those parents had matrimonial difficulties; we spoke to them of the love of God, of their Baptismal promises and advised them to try to make peace with God. We also sponsored two girls to go to further studies and so save their souls to get a good position in later life. 


